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MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Buckham Memorial Library, Faribault, October 8, 9, 10, 1931 
HOTELS: Hotel Faribault—100 Bedrooms, 50 with bath. 


Single Rooms—$1.50—Detached Bath. 
Double Rooms—$2.50——Detached Bath. 





Single Rooms—$2 


rivate Bath. 


Double Rooms—$4.00-$5.00—Private Bath. 


New Brunswick Hotel— 


Single Rooms—$1.50-$2.00——Detached Bath. 
Double Rooms—$3.00-$3.50—Detached Bath. 
Single Rooms—$2.25-$2.75—Private Bath. 
Double Rooms—$4.00-$4.50——Private Bath. 
Apartments—Two Double Beds—$10.00. 


LOCAL COMMITTEES :— 


ROMO vas wee as 
WROIMIS 2.56. 
PRRRGE. oi.40i a 
Reception ..... 
Information ... 
Publicity ..... 


vk as Nicaea Mr, Julian E. Parker. 
ee a) eee Mr. John Deverey. 
Nabe dtie Sacianis ea emcee Dr. F. F. Kramer. 


Dr. F. L. Palmer. 


General Chairman ............. Mr. ‘George R. Kingham. 





TENTATIVE PROGRAM 


Thursday, October 8 


Registration—10:00 A. M. 


County Librarians and Cataloguers luncheons—12:30 P. M. (Place to be 
assigned later.) 


General Session—2:00 P. M. 
Subject: Certification and training of librarians. 
1. Reports of standing Committees. 

a. Study of certification and qualifications of librarians. Edna G. Moore, 
Duluth Public Library, Chairman, representing also Class A Libraries. 
Discussion: Dorothy Hurlbert (Class B), Mrs. J. L .Blanchard (Class 
C), Bernice Colby (Class D), Margaret Greer (School libraries). 
Survey of training—Clara F. Baldwin, Chairman. 

Accrediting of School for Library Training—Gratia A. Countryman, 
Chairman. 


The opportunities to be developed for the use of libraries by rural people— 
Frank W. Peck, Director of Extension Division of the Agricultural College, 
University of Minnesota. 


Dinner—6:30 P. M. (Place to be announced later.) 
Reception immediately following at the Buckham Memorial Public Library. 


Friday, October 9 


Breakfast for Librarians in towns and villages of 3,000 and less—Mildred L. 
Methven, Chairman. 
Sectional Meetings—9:30 A. M. 
1. Library work with children—dAlice E. Brown, Duluth, Chairman. 
Luncheons—12:30 P. M. 
Children’s Librarians—Alice E. Brown, Chairman. 
Hospital and Institution Libraries—Helen Witherspoon, Chairman. 
General Session—2:30 P. M. 
Reading up: Book sequences. 
Drive and Tea—4:00 P. M. 
Evening Session—8:00 P. M. 


American Literature and European Literature—Carl Van Doren. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 


General Session—9:30 A. M. 
The French regime in Minnesota—Grace Lee Nute, Minnesota Historical Society. 
Business meeting. 


All those who are not members of the M. L. A. may attend the sessions upon 
payment of the registration fee of 50 cents. All meetings, with the exception of 
that on Friday evening, October 9th, will be held in the Library, the regular sessions 
in the Library auditorium. Friday evening Carl Van Doren will speak in the 
Auditorium of the School for the Deaf, on the subject, American Literature and 
European Literature. A special rate of 25 cents is being made for all students for 
this lecture. The exhibits will be in the Reference Reading Room and in the Art 
Gallery of the Library. Meetings will begin promptly. 
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


New Haven Conference 


President James Rowland Angell of Yale 
University will welcome librarians at the 
opening session of the A.L.A. conference 
at Yale University, New Haven, on Mon- 
day evening, June 22. His greeting will be 
followed by the presidential address of 
Adam Strohm, and a talk on the new Sterl- 
ing Memorial Library by Andrew Keogh, 
librarian of Yale University. 

An address on the arts will be given 
by Frederic Allen Whiting, president of 
the American Federation of Arts, at the 
second general session, Tuesday, June 23. 
William Lyon Phelps, author and lectur- 
er, will discuss ‘‘The Librarian’s Oppor- 
tunity’”’ on the same program. 

Elizabeth Pomeroy, supervisor of hos- 
pital libraries, United States Veterans Bu- 
reau, and Louis R. Wilson of the Univers- 
ity of North Carolina Library, will speak 
at the third general session, Thursday, 
June 25. Miss Pomeroy will present some 
new aspects of hospital library develop- 
ment, and Mr. Wilson’s paper will deal 
with college libraries. 

Two sessions are planned by the A.L.A. 
Council at which reports will be made on 
the following subjects: book production, 
code of ethics, schemes of library service, 
libraries in national parks, federal aid, 
the vestal copyright bill, civil service rela- 
tions, and the co-operative purchase plan. 

Austin H, MacCormick, assistant direct- 
or, United States Bureau of Prisons, and 
author of a recent book on problems of 
penology, The Education of Adult Prison- 
ers, will speak at the Institution Libraries 
Round Table on Wednesday afternoon, 
June 25. Mr. MacCormick directed the 
survey of adult education in American 
prisons under the auspices of the National 
Society of Penal Information. His subject 
at the conference meeting will be, ‘‘The 
Librarian Goes to Prison.’’ Library prob- 
lems in correctional institutions will be 
discussed at the same meeting by Mary 
Byers Smith of the Massachusetts Division 
of Public Libraries, in an address entitled, 
“What Will Girls Read?” 

A round table meeting for the younger 
generation which no one over thirty will 
be allowed to attend, will be held Wednes- 
day evening, June 24. A dinner for new 
members, at which leaders of the profes- 
sion and their most recent associates will 
meet informally, is announced for the first 
evening of the conference. 

More than forty other groups are plan- 
ning round table or section meetings dur- 
ing the week of the conference. 

The awarding of the John Newberry 
medal for the best book in the field of 
children’s literature written during the 
past year by an American citizen or resi- 
dent, will be made at a meeting of the 
Section for Library Work with Children 
on Tuesday afternoon, June 23. 


An exhibit of posters showing the “joy 
and value of books to be found in librar- 
ies’ is to be an unusual feature of the 
conference. The posters will be chosen 
from entries of junior and senior high 
school students who competed in the con- 
test recently conducted by the A.L.A. in 
thirteen southern states. Prize awards, to 
be given by the National Association of 
Book Publishers to the school libraries of 
twelve winning students, will be announced 
during the week. 


Henry Seidel Canby and May Lamberton 
Becker of the Saturday Review of Litera- 
ture will be prominent speakers on two 
conference programs. Mr. Canby’s discus- 
sion of ‘‘Reading Habits of the Intelligent 
Reader’ will be given before the second 
session of the College and Reference Sec- 
tion. ‘‘Reading Trends of the ’Teen Age” 
will be the title of Mrs. Becker’s address 
before members of the Young People’s 
Reading Round Table. 


The Publicity Committee plans to devote 
a meeting to a discussion of salaries and 
methods of raising salary standards. 


At a joint session of the League of Li- 
brary Commissions and the County Librar- 
ies session, there will be a discussion of 
the Place of the Book Truck in County 
Library Development, five minute speeches 
covering the different stages of develop- 
ment of book truck pioneering, with a 
summary by Miss Countryman. 


The outlook for county library estab- 
lishment will be presented in six-minute 
reports from different sections of the 
country, Miss Wood reporting for the Mid- 
dle West. 


Dormitories—Eighteen dormitories, ac- 
commodating more than 2,000 persons, 
will be open for A.L.A. guests during the 
conference. All of these dormitories are 
within short walking distance of meeting 
rooms, Headquarters offices and exhibits, 
the Sterling Memorial library and the Com- 
mons where meals will be served. Almost 
none of the dormitory rooms have private 
baths, but there is a bath for every four 
or five persons. Dormitory accommodations 
may be had at $1.50 per night if taken for 
five or more nights. The rate will be $2.00 
per night for four nights or less. 


Travel Notes—Reduced rates on the 
Identification Certificate plan have been 
authorized. Certificates will be sent to 
members in advance. Tickets purchased on 
the fare and one-half basis are good for 
return until July 3; those on the one and 
three-fifths fare basis are good for 30 days. 
The fare and one-half rate from St. Paul, 
via Springfield or New York is $71.04, 
round trip. Lower berth one way $12.75. 
The round trip rate for the 30-day limit 
ticket is $75.78. 

A most delightful post-conference motor 
bus tour including parts of four New Eng- 
land states has been arranged, leaving New 
Haven Sunday morning, June 28 and re- 
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turning to New Haven July 2 in time for 
those holding return tickets to take the 
afternoon trains. Details of the itinerary 
are given in the library periodicals for 
April. 
1932 Conference 
The 1932 conference of the American 


Library Association will be held at New 
Orleans, Louisiana, April 25-30. 





LAKE REGION LIBRARY CLUB 


Little Falls, June 4-5 
Headquarters, Hotel Buckman 


PROGRAM 


Thursday, June 4 


12:30—Informal 
Hotel. 
2:00 P. M.—Afternoon session. Carnegie 
City Library. 

Registration. 

Roll call—High lights of the year’s prog- 
ress. Time limit, one minute. 

Topic—Library Administration. 
How to Finance the Small Library (5 
minute talks) followed by general dis- 
cussion—Lenna F. Huff, McGregor; Nel- 
lie I. Skinner, Royalton; Mr. J. E. Ben- 
son, Sauk Rapids; Mr. H. S. Whipple, 
Monticello. 

Business Methods in the Library—Clara I. 
Baldwin. 

School Children in the Public Library— 
Harriet A. Wood. 

Public Library Service in the School—Mrs. 
A. J. Tschumperlin, St. Cloud. 

Standards of Service—Edna G. Moore, Du- 
luth. 


luncheon. Buckman 


* * * 


7:00 P. M.—Dinner. Buckman Hotel. 

$1.00 per plate. 

Address of Welcome—Mayor Frank Kie- 
wal, Little Falls. 

Response—Alma M. Penrose, President. 

Solo—Mr. O. J. Jerde, St, Cloud. 

Educating a Community to High Standards 
of Library Service—Mrs. H. W. Bertel- 
sen, Fergus Falls. 

Solo—Mrs. N. D. Woodworth, accompanied 
by Mrs. Paul S. Gillespie. 

The Library as a Social Agency—Mr. O. 
J. Jerde, St. Cloud Teachers College. 


Friday, June 5 

7:30 A. M.—Breakfast at home of Mrs. 
Blanchard. 

9:00 A. M.—Morning session. 
City Library. 

Topic—Books and Periodicals. 

Worth-while New Non-Fiction—Mildred 
Methven. 


Carnegie 


Worth-while New Fiction—Jean Stewart, 
Wadena. 

New Reference Books and Sets — Lura 
Hutchinson, Division of Library Instruc- 
tion, University of Minnesota. 

Children’s Books—Mrs, A. J. Tschumper- 
lin, St. Cloud. 

Choice and Use of Periodicals—Ethel Mc- 
Cubrey, Moorhead. 

Binding and Preserving Magazines—Mrs. 
Georgia Goss, Anoka. 

Question Box on Perennial Problems. 

Business Meeting. 

Bo * a 
1:00 P. M.—Luncheon at Town 
Country Club, 75 cents per plate. 

Drive to Camp Fort Ripley and Lindbergh 
State Park. 

Tea at home of Mrs. H. H. Tanner, Hosts, 
Little Falls Library Board. 


and 





TWIN CITY LIBRARY CLUB 


The spring meeting of the Twin City 
Library Club was held at the Commodore 
Hotel in St. Paul on April 23, 1931. There 
were one hundred and two present. 

The speaker of the evening, Dr. Herbert 
Heaton of the University, was introduced 
by Miss Fay, president of the club. His 
talk, entitled ‘‘When the East Goes West- 
ern,’’ on the East in general and India in 
particular, was most delightful and in- 
structive. 

At the business meeting, which follow- 
ed the address, the treasurer reported a 
balance on hand of $77.47. 

Miss Gratia Countryman explained the 
plan of the American Library Association 
for raising their endowment. The Carne- 
gie Endowment has offered the association 
a million dollars on condition that they 
also raise a million dollars. However, the 
association is permitted to count a $25.00 
yearly membership as $500.00, that being 
the interest on $500.00 at 5 per cent, and 
other memberships in proportion. 

It was moved, seconded and carried 
that the Twin City Library Club pay 
$15.00 annually toward a _ contributing 
membership, the staff association of the 
Minneapolis Public Library having already 
voted to pay the remaining $10.00 of the 
$25.00 per year. 

Miss Clara Baldwin, Chairman of the 
tesolutions Committee, read the following 
resolutions prepared on the death of Mr. 
Webster Wheelock, librarian of the St. 
Paul Public Library. The resolutions were 
adopted by a rising vote of the Club. 

WHEREAS, By the death of Webster 
Wheelock, the Twin City Library Club 
has lost one of its most beloved members 
and a former president, and the St. Paul 
Public Library its honored head, 

Be it therefore resolved, That the mem- 
bers of the Twin City Library Club hereby 
express their deep regret at his passing, 
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also their appreciation of his intelligent 
and unselfish devotion to the library pro- 
fession, and especially to the St. Paul Pub- 
lic Library, his high ideals of service, his 
intellectual integrity, his rare culture and 
sound scholarship, his unfailing courage 
and his sincerity, consideration, sense of 
humor and all the personal qualities of 
mind and heart which endeared him to 
his associates, and, 

Be it further resolved, That the mem- 
bers of the Club extend their sincere sym- 
pathy to Mrs. Wheelock and other mem- 
bers of his family and to the staff of the 
St. Paul Public Library. 

Resolved, also, That these resolutions 
be incorporated in the minutes of the Twin 
City Library Club and copies sent to Mrs. 
Wheelock and the St. Paul Public Library. 

MARGARET H. TRIMBLE, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 





TWIN CITY CATALOGERS’ ROUND 
TABLE 

The Twin City Catalogers’ Round Table 
met in Minneapolis on March 10. Mrs. E. 
W. D. Holway, who is at the University of 
Minnesota in connection with classifying 
the botanical collection of the late Doctor 
Holway, reviewed the life and work of 
Doctor Holway and his contribution to 
botany, particularly in the field of plant 
rusts. Doctor Holway, until his death in 
1923, was- professor of botany at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, and his botanical col- 
lection has been given to the University 
Library. 

Sister Marie Cecilia, of the College of 
St. Catherine, reported on some of the 
meetings of the A.L.A. Midwinter confer- 
ence at Chicago, and on the progress be- 
ing made on the list of books for college 
libraries which is being compiled under 
the direction of Mr. Charles B. Shaw of 
Swarthmore. 

ANNA M. HEILMAIER, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 





RANGE LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
ASSOCIATION 


The eleventh semi-annual meeting of the 
Range Library Trustees’ Association was 
held in Coleraine, April 8th, 1931. 

After a very fine banquet with music 
by the Coleraine orchestra the following 
program was given with Mr. Grabowsky, 
president of the Coleraine Library Board 
acting as toastmaster: 

Address of welcome—Mr. N. C. Good- 
win, President Coleraine Village Council. 

Response—Mrs, E. G. Carroll, Hibbing. 

Marimbaphone’ solo-—Miss Hildegarde 
Hoppe. 

Address—‘‘The Value of the Library to 
the Community,’”’ Rev. Dr. Philip H. Kiley, 
Aitkin, 

Vocal solo—Miss Ethel Nelson. 

Vocal solo—Mr. J. E. Jennings. 

Following the program the meeting was 


called to order by Mrs. W. W. Hunter, 
vice-president. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and approved. 

The report of Mr. Johnson on uniform 
rules for non-resident borrowers was read. 
On motion made and seconded and carried 
the resolutions were adopted and were to 
be sent to various boards for their ap- 
proval. 

On roll call the following libraries re- 
sponded: Aurora 4, Buhl 6, Chisholm 2, 
Coleraine 9, Eveleth 2, Grand Rapids 8, 
Hibbing 4, Marble 7, Nashwauk 6, Tacon- 
ite 6, Virginia 4, Bovey 4, a total of 62. 

Miss Baldwin talked on the Endowment 
Fund of the American Library Association 
and urged the co-operation of the Libra- 
ries. 

A resolution by the Virginia Board to 
change to annual meeting and favoring 
the attendance of head librarians at the 
meetings was introduced. 

After some discussion and amendments 
proposed with no seconds the motion to 
table was carried. 

The following officers were elected by 
unanimous ballot: 

President—Mrs. W. W. Hunter of Coler- 
aine. 

First Vice-President—Mr. L. H. Hope of 
Buhl. 

Second Vice-President—Mrs, Daniel Cos-° 
tello of Grand Rapids. 

Secretary—Mrs. Irwin Lerch of Hibbing. 

An invitation was presented by Buhl 
for the Fall meeting and accepted. 

A vote of thanks to Coleraine introduced 
by Mr. Cornwall was seconded by every- 
body and carried unanimously. 

MRS. IRWIN LERCH, 
Secretary. 





FARGO-MOORHEAD LIBRARIANS’ 
ASSOCIATION 


The Fargo-Moorhead Librarians’ Asso- 
ciation holds a meeting once in three 
months making an average of four meet- 
ings a year. These are usually dinner meet- 
ings followed by a brief business session 
and a social hour. Librarians of the dif- 
ferent institutions act as hostesses. 

The club is purely a social organization 
and its membership consists of the library 
workers of the two cities. 

The first 1930 meeting was held at the 
Masonic Temple Library on April 4th, with 
seventeen members present. A visit to 
the Museum was enjoyed after which a 
business meeting was held. The report 
of the nominating committee was read and 
accepted. A book report was given by 
one of the members. 

A Christmas meeting was held in the 
Children’s Room of the Fargo Public Li- 
brary on December 19th. There was a 
Christmas tree and a present for each one, 
the two smallest members of the club act- 
ing as Santa Claus. 

On March 13th, 1931, a meeting was 
held in Moorhead. Miss Hibbard of the 
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Moorhead High School acting as hostess. 
A very interesting paper on ‘Utopian So- 
cial Thought’’’ was read by Clara Richards 
of the Masonic Library. 

On April 24th, our meeting was held in 
the Recreation Room of the Fargo Forum. 
Jean Dunlap, librarian of the Fargo Forum 
was hostess. The report of the nominating 
committee was read and approved as fol- 
lows: President, Sarah Hougham, State 
Teachers College, Moorhead; vice-presi- 
dent, Jean Dunlap of the Fargo Forum; 
secretary, Ruth Whitman of the North Da- 
kota State College. 

The members of the association feel that 
these are very worth while gatherings, giv- 
ing an opportunity of becoming better ac- 
quainted with each other, discussing any 
problems of interest to the group and 
transacting any business necessary. 

Usually the last meeting of the year is a 
picnic held in one of the parks in Fargo. 
This depends upon the weather and the 
wishes of the members. No meetings are 
held during the summer and early fall. 


RUTH WHITMAN, 
Secretary. 





FOLWELL LIBRARY CLUB 


‘‘May you be assiduous in the library 
Which is for you a place of Paradise.”’ 


Christopher Morley translated the above 
quotation from Erasmus and dedicated it to 
the Folwell Library Club at a tea which 
the club gave in his honor during his re- 


cent visit to the University of Minnesota 
campus. 

The tea for Mr. Morley was the second 
important event on the club calendar for 
the spring quarter. Earlier in April a din- 
ner was held at which Mrs. Wilkins, a Min- 
nesota graduate of the class of 1877 eulo- 
gized Dr. Folwell. It was a singular event 
to hear of Dr. Folwell from one who had 
contact with him both as a student and as 
a faculty member. After the dinner 
Frances Boardman spoke to an apprecia- 
tive group on the folk songs of different 
countries, and Agnes Rast Snyder, accom- 
panied by Mrs. Katherine Hoffman, sang a 
number of charming and characteristic 
folk songs. The students felt that the 
evening was a beautiful and rare experi- 
ence. 

The club was proud to have as guests a 
distinguished group of people to meet 
Christopher Morley. The librarians of the 
Minneapolis, St. Paul and University libra- 
ries with their department heads were 
present as were other interesting people 
with whom the club has made contacts 
during the past year. Mr. Walter intro- 
duced Mr. Morley who spoke informally of 
his experiences when he worked in a li- 
brary as a student at Haverford. Miss 
Baldwin, Miss Carey, Miss Hutchinson and 
Miss McGregor poured tea. Before leaving 
Mr. Morley presented to the Arthur Upson 
room of the library an autographed vol- 
ume of his poems. 


Picnics will be the favored diversion for 
the rest of the term. The flats below the 
East River Road look inviting these days. 
As most of the students are now finishing 
practice work, there will be a glorious 
spirit of relaxation—though the rest of the 
work is as heavy as ever. The annual pic- 
nic at Miss Hutchinson’s home is planned 
for the last of May. A farewell dinner 
will be the last gathering of this 1931 
class of the library school which we feel 
has been a class of fine spirit and com- 
radeship. We will be glad to find our place 
in the alumni association which is being 
organized. We have an appreciation in 
common with the other classes which form 
the alumni association of the incompara- 
ble leadership we have had in the remark- 
able personalities of our instructors. 

WINIFRED E. CARLSEN, 
Secretary. 





DIVISION OF LIBRARY INSTRUCTION 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 


At this date (May 12) it is impossible to 
predict the exact number which will grad- 
uate from this Division at the coming Com- 
mencement in June. There is every indi- 
cation that something over seventy who are 
registered in the College of Science, Litera- 
ture and Arts and the College of Educa- 
tion will receive their degrees. Four men 
are included in this number—the largest 
number of men who have been registered 
in the three years the Division has been 
in operation. This class has been charact- 
erized by a very high level of achievement 
and an unsually large proportion of per- 
sons who seem really fitted for library 
work by taste and training. 

As in the case of practically every other 
school, the economic situation has serious- 
ly affected the probability of positions in 
the near future. A rather smaller number 
than in either of the two previous years 
has been placed and applications for stud- 
ents are coming in rather slowly. The 
fact that this is an experience which we 
share with most other similar training 
agencies is only slight comfort to those 
who are anxious to be at work as soon as 
possible. Excess of supply over demand 
in the field makes it increasingly impor- 
tant that at this period only those who 
have unusual aptitude and very definite 
taste for library work should register in 
the Division, this coming year. It is not 
fair to take the time and the money of 
those who have little probability of get- 
ting placed and it is not usually a good in- 
fluence in the class to have any consider- 
able number of persons who are apparently 
not suited for the work they have chosen. 
The policy that the library field is an easy 
field to get into with little work and good 
pay should be combatted by librarians 
everywhere as vigorously as possible at 
this time. 

A series of exhibits in the main corri- 
dor of the General Library building is be- 








ing installed as one of the projects in the 
course of Library Publicity. The exhibits 
will include Books on Nature Study, the 
Evolution of the Book, Making of a Bibli- 
ography, Minnesota, and Recent Books. 
The exhibit is arranged, installed, labeled 
and dismantled by a good group who pre- 
sent written reports of their experiences 
while installing the exhibit. They are at- 
tracting considerable attention from mem- 
bers of the University community. 


FRANK K. WALTER. 





SUMMER COURSES IN LIBRARY 
INSTRUCTION 


University of Minnesota 


The following courses in Library Training 
will be offered in the first term of the Sum- 
mer Session of the University of Minne- 
sota, June 15 to July 25. 

Cataloging. Elements of dictionary 
cataloging. Lectures and problems, Alma 
M. Penrose, Librarian, St. Cloud Public 
Library. 


Advanced Cataloging. Continuation of 
above. Special attention to difficult books 
and administration of catalog departments. 
Lura C. Hutchinson, Assistant Professor, 
Division of Library Instruction. 

Classification. Introduction to _ the 
Dewey Decimal Classification; subject 
headings, author numbers, shelf and acces- 
sion records. Miss Penrose. 


Classification, Continuation of above. 
Library of Congress and other classifica- 
tions; classed catalogs; special adaptations 
of classification. Miss Hutchinson. 


Reference. Essential reference books 
and other material, with emphasis on meth- 
ods of reference work. Charlotte Matson, 
Librarian, Franklin Branch, Minneapolis 
Public Library. 

All of the above courses are three credit 
courses, credit being given only to students 
with at least two full years of approved 
work of collegiate grade. No-credit stud- 
ents will be admitted only with the ap- 
proval of the Library Division of the Min- 
nesota State Education Department (in 
case of ‘residents of Minnesota) or of the 
director of the Division of Library Training 
(in the case of others than residents of 
Minnesota). Admission of no-credit stud- 
ents will be limited to candidates under ap- 
pointment or promise of appointment to 
definite library positions. Candidates for 
“no-credit”’ standing should in every case 
present written evidence of such appoint- 
ment, 


Bemidji Teachers College 


A course in Library Methods will be 
offered this summer, designed to meet the 
needs of the teacher in the rural school 
particularly, but if any of the students are 
interested in other types of libraries, those 
will be included. We hope to make the 








course as practical as possible, giving the 
students actual work in accessioning, class- 
ifying, mending books, etc. 


MARGARET NICHOLSEN, 
Librarian. 


Moorhead Teachers College 


We will offer one library course in the 
summer session—Library Reference, a 
junior elective course with a two quarter 
hour credit. The course is a study of ref- 
erence books—general dictionaries and en- 
cyclopedias, cyclopedias and dictionaries of 
special subjects, year-books, atlases, bibli- 
ographies. Problems are assigned for the 
use of all books studied and each student 
is required to make a bibliography of all 
material available in this library on some 
subject relating to the student’s special 
field of interest. 


For several years we have offered a two- 
hour library course each summer term, 
giving the reference course one summer 
and a course in Organization and Manage- 
ment the following year. These courses 
are given together, forming a four-hour 
unit in the winter term each year. 


SARAH HOUGHAM, 
Librarian. 


St. Cloud Teachers College 


A course in School Library Methods will 
be offered this summer at the St. Cloud 
State Teachers College. 


The purpose of the course is to train 
teachers to take charge of the school libra- 
ry and to make it an effective part of the 
school. 

It includes the organization of the libra- 
ry—accessioning, classification, checking of 
Minnesota library lists to serve as cata- 
logs, shelf-listing, mending, binding, book 
ordering; the choice and care of pictures, 
pamphlets, and magazines for the school 
library; a study of books for such a libra- 
ry; and its use by the children, the teach- 
ers, and the community. 

Laboratory periods in classroom and 
college library will accompany all instruc- 
tion. 

Notebooks will be made of the mimeo- 
graphed directions and samples of work; 
and of the bibliographies given students. 

Library lessons for children and meth- 
ods of interesting boys and girls in books 
will be emphasized. 


EDITH E. H. GRANNIS, 
Librarian. 


Winona State Teachers College 


A course in school library methods, car- 
rying four quarter credits, will be offered 
this summer at Winona State Teachers 
College. 

The work will cover a study of the more 
important books of reference, particularly 
those suitable for a school library. It will 
also include the examination and class 
discussion of as many as possible of the 


best books for such a collection and the 
principles governing their selection. 

The course is planned to meet the 
needs of the teacher-librarian, and will 
be supplemented by a second course, to be 
given next summer, which will include 
classification, cataloging, alphabeting, and 
school library management. 

MILDRED L. ENGSTROM, 
Librarian. 





COLLEGE OF ST. CATHERINE 
LIBRARY SCHOOL 


The College of St. Catherine Library 
School received notification of full ac- 
creditation from The Board of Education 
for Librarianship of the American Library 
Association, April 7, 1931. 

Sarah C. N. Bogle, Secretary of The 
Board of Education for Librarianship, and 
Jennie M. Flexner, Readers’ Adviser of the 
New York Public Library and a member 
of The Board, spent the greater part of 
February seventeenth and eighteenth at 
the Library School. This visitation pre- 
ceded The Board meeting which was held 
in New York City the early part of April. 

Library science was first offered at The 
College of St. Catherine as a short nine 
credit course in the year 1918, seven 
years before the standards of The Board 
of Education for Librarianship were adopt- 
ed by the Council of the American Libra- 
ry Association, in July, 1925. This Teach- 
ers’ Course in Library Administration in- 
cluded elementary reference, cataloging, 
classification, and library management. 
Two years of acceptable college work were 
required for registration. We then met 
the Minnesota requirements for the certi- 
fication of school librarians. 

September, 1926, the College offered a 
principal sequence in Library Science. Six 
courses were open to students of the Junior 
College, eight to those of the Senior Col- 
lege. 

With September, 1929, The College of 
St. Catherine Library School was founded 
ahd a one year program was offered lead- 
ing to the Degree of Bachelor of Science 
in Library Science. It was then we en- 
deavored to meet the standards of The 
Board of Education for Librarianship as 
a senior undergraduate library school. 

May, 1930, notification of provisional ac- 
creditation of the Library School was re- 
ceived; April, 1931, it was fully accred- 
ited. 

SISTER MARIE CECILIA, 
Director. 





RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 
TO LIBRARIANS 


American Library Association 


A. L. A, Catalog, 1926. Through a mis- 
understanding with a manufacturer, there 
is an over-supply of the Catalog. Until this 


supply is exhausted, librarians may obtain 
copies of this basic list for only $3.00. The 
price will later return to $6.00. This is 
an excellent opportunity for the small li- 
brary to obtain a copy and librarians 
should not fail to take advantage of this 
offer. 

Library Service, by Emma V. Baldwin, is 
a revised second edition of this Manual of 
Library Economy. It discusses the libra- 
rian and her training, appointment, and 
duties, library support, trustees, staff, ap- 
prentice classes, salaries, vacations, etc. Its 
price is thirty-five cents. 


Index to Children’s Plays, by Aeola L. 
Hyatt, is the third edition of Miss Hazel- 
tine’s Plays for Children. About 2,200 
plays are described, indicating the number 
of characters required and giving informa- 
tion about costuming and sets in many 
cases. There are lists for special days, and 
material about play production, puppets, 
folk dances and singing games. It is 
bound in cloth at $2.50. 


Catalogers’ and Classifiers’ Yearbook, 
Number 2. The catalog section of the A. 
L. A. discusses some of the problems in 
“shaping library catalogs to the needs of 
users, emphasizes the subject approach to 
books, economies for small libraries and 
considers the question of D. C. numbers on 
L. C. cards.’’ In paper, $1.25. 

Booklist Books, 1930. Two hundred 
outstanding books of the year have been 
selected, with two special lists—on public 
health and hygiene and on the most use- 
ful technical books of the year. Its price 
is 65 cents. 


H. W. Wilson Company 


Illustrative Material for Junior and Sen- 
ior High School Literature, by Katherine 
E. Wheeling and Jane Anderson Hilson. 
For each of the standard authors and their 
works usually studied in school, biographi- 
cal material, slides, music, motion pic- 
tures and desirable illustrated editions are 
suggested with special lists of background 
material and aids in supplementary read- 
ing. This list, priced 75 cents, will be ex- 
tremely useful to librarians in their work 
with school people. 


Source Book for Vocational Guidance 
has been compiled by Edna E. Watson. A 
large number of possible vocations are 
listed, with inspirational and biographical 
material suggested. This, too, will be help- 
ful to the librarian in dealing with school 
children. It costs $2.25. 


Living Authors; a book of biographies, 
edited by ‘‘Dilly Tante.’’ All libraries will 
wish to buy this helpful book of ‘‘authen- 
tic, intimate, descriptive biographical 
sketches of 400 contemporary writers of 
many nationalities, each illustrated with 
portraits.” Much of this material has ap- 
peared in the Wilson Bulletin and has been 
extremely useful, The library edition is 
priced at $3.75. This is not too expensive 
for small libraries, since it fills so great a 
need. 





Standard Catalog for Public Libraries: 
Science and Useful Arts Section; compiled 
by Minnie Earl Sears. This list includes 
some 1,800 titles—500 in science and over 
1,200 in useful arts—with first purchases 
starred. These books are intended for 
small and medium-sized public libraries, 
books considered most useful and not too 
expensive. There is a very valuable sub- 
ject index to portions of books, also. This 
is sold on the service basis. 


Miscellaneous 


Gold Star List of American Fiction, 
1821-1931. This list of fiction is helpful 
because of its annotations and its subject 
arrangement by the type or locale of the 
stories. Any librarian will find this a de- 
sirable guide for purchase and for refer- 
ence. It is obtained from the Syracuse, 
N. Y., Public Library and costs 50 cents. 


Pictorial Map of Minnesota. All our 
Minnesota libraries should frame or place 
on a glass-topped table a copy of this his- 
torical map, which has been lithographed 
in four colors on good quality paper. Sin- 
gle copies cost $1.00 (ten cents extra for 
mailing). Remittance should be sent with 
the order to the Map Committee, College 
Women’s Club, 310 Groveland Avenue, 
Minneapolis. There are special prices on 
lots of ten or more. The publishing of 
this map is not a commercial undertaking 
but is a project to stimulate interest in 
our state history. All profit goes to the 
establishment of a graduate scholarship at 
the University. 





RECENT BOOKS OF MERIT 


Non-Fiction 
Eurich, Alvin C. The changing education- 


al world. University of Minnesota Press, 

1931, $3.00. 370.9 

The 25th anniversary of the College of Educa- 
tion brings this collection of addresses, a number 
of them on Minnesota’s own educational history 
and therefore especially valuable for Minnesota 
libraries. 


Millay, Edna St. Vincent. Fatal interview. 
Harper, 1931, $2.00. 811 
This new sonnet sequence should be added to 

all collections of poetry. 


Anderson, Maxwell. Elizabeth the queen. 

Longmans, 1930, $2.00. 

Those who have read Elizabeth and Essex, by 
Strachey, will enjoy this play and those who have 
read _the play will want to read the library copy 
of Elizabeth and Essex. This is an outstanding 
addition to the rapidly growing collection of 
printed plays. 


Hindus, Maurice Gerschon. Humanity up- 
rooted. Cape, 1929, $3.50. 914.7 
Here is one of the most important and readable 

books on Soviet Russia. Chamberlin’s Soviet 

Russia (Little, 1930, 5.00) is also very important 

where not too expensive. 


Faris, John Thomson. Roaming American 
highways. F.&R., 1931, $3.00. 917.3 
Librarians will doubtless find this. very popular 

with many patrons, since it describes nine im- 

portant motor trips—from Maine to Florida, Lakes 


to Gulf, New York to San Francisco, etc. There 
are bits of history, anecdote, and many illustration 

as well as a map in the back cover, which shoul 

be charged separately. 


Bradford, Gamaliel. The quick and the 
dead. Houghton, 1931. $3.50. 920. 


Roosevelt, Wilson, Edison, Ford, Denin, Musso- 
lini and Coolidge are considered in the author’s 
popular psychographic style. Everyone will not 
agree with his estimates, but nearly all find him 
readable and interesting—even those who do not 
often read biography. 


Marie, Grand Duchess of Russia. Educa- 
tion of a princess. Viking, 1931, $3.50. 
921. 


There has been enthusiastic and wide-spread in- 
terest in this story of her life by one of the last 
of the imperial family. She has lived through 
Russia’s stormiest years, following a_ restricted 
girlhood which fitted her for nothing and years of 
artificial court life. She is now in this country. 


Rinehart, Mrs. Mary Roberts. My story. 
F.&R., 1931, $2.50. 921. 


. This will be one of-Mrs. Rinehart’s most popular 
ooks. 


Seymour, Mrs. Flora Warren’ Smith. 
Women of trail and wigwam. Woman’s 
Press, 1930, $1.00 (paper). 970.1. 


Because of the scarcity of such material, librarians 
will welcome these short biographical chapters about 
the less generally known Indian women, who have 
been remembered for their services to their tribes 
or to the white people. 


Fiction 


Bojer, Johan. The everlasting struggle. 
Century, 1931, $2.50. 


The everlasting struggle against poverty in a 
fishing village is the theme of Bojer’s novel in the 
manner of his earlier books. This is one of the 
most worthwhile of the recent novels. 


Buck, Mrs. Pearl S. 
1931, $2.50. 


An interesting club study could be made of a 
few recent books on China in connection with this 
authentic, vivid and dramatic picture of a Chinese 
peasant’s struggle and disillusionment in success. 
It is impressive and should be widely purchased. 


De La Roche, Mazo. 
Little, 1930, $2.50. 
Give this splendid story to anyone who comes to 

the library, for they will all be charmed by its 

humor and lack of sentimentality and delightful 
illustrations. This is a valuable addition to dog 
story collections. 


Gunn, Neil M. Morning tide. 
1931, $2.50. 


Appreciative readers will find pleasure in the 
Scotch fishing village pictured here, and they will 
be thrilled by the return of the fishing boats at 
dawn after a terrific storm. This is a change from 
the feverish modern novel. 


Hibbard, Clarence Addison, ed. Stories of 
the South, old and new. Norton, 1931, 
$3.00. 

These have been collected “for one purpose: to 
offer in something like a logical arrangement a 
picture of the South as portrayed by writers of 
short fiction’—not essentially a collection of old 
favorites. 


Leslie, Henrietta, Pseud. Mrs. Fischer’s 
war. Houghton, 1931, $2.50. 


The war again—but from the point of view of an 
English woman persecuted in London while her 
German husband fights for the country of his 
childhood days. Their son joins the English forces. 
Its psycholo and viewpoint make this novel dif- 
ferent and decidedly interesting. 


The good earth. Day, 


Portrait of a dog. 


Harcourt, 





A few popular novels for general read- 
ing: 


Bindloss, Harold. 
Stokes, 1931, 2.00. 


Miller, Mrs. Alice Duer. 
2.00. 


Mitchell, Ruth Comfort. Water. 
ton, 1931, 2.00. 


Mulford, Clarence Edward. Hopalong Cas- 
sidy and the eagie’s brood. D.-D., 1931, 
1.00. 


Prouty, Mrs. Olive Higgins. 
Houghton, 1931, 2.50. 


Below are listed some of the desirable 
inexpensive reprint editions, which are so 
useful to librarians with small book funds 
—either for replacements or first pur- 
chase. Librarians should write and ask to 
be placed on the mailing list of each. 


Blue Ribbon Books, 1.00. Blue ribbon 
books, 448 4th Avenue, N. Y. City. 


Harper’s Modern Classics, 1.00. Harper 
Brothers, 49 E. 33rd Street, N. Y. City. 


McBride Dollar Travel Books, 1.00. Rob- 
ert M. McBride & Co., 7 W. 16th Street, 
N. Y. City. 


Modern Library, 95 cents. Modern Library, 
20 E. 57th Street, N. Y. City. 


Modern Reader’s Series, 80 cents. Macmill- 
an Co., 60 5th Ave., N. Y. City. 


Novels of Distinction, 1.00. Grosset and 
Dunlap, 1140 Broadway, N. Y. City. 


One Hour Series, 1.00. J. B. Lippincott 
Co., 227 E. Washington Square, Phila- 
delphia. 


Riverside Library, 1.00. Houghton, Mif- 
flin, Co., 386 4th Ave., N. Y. City. 


Scribner Books at 1.00. Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 597 5th Ave.. N. Y. City. 


Star Dollar Books, 1.00. Garden City Pub- 
lishing Co., Garden City, L. I., N. Y. 


Universal Library, 1.00. Grosset and Dun- 
lap, 1140 Broadway, N. Y. City. 


Vagabond Books, 1.50. Century Co., 353 
4th Ave., N. Y. 


The prairie patrol. 
Taxi. Dodd, 1931, 


Apple- 


White faun. 





TRAVELING LIBRARY NOTES 


This is the time for librarians in public 
libraries to make use of traveling libraries 
for their summer reading patrons, since 
the end of the school year means the re- 
turn of a great many collections. Especial 
attention is called to the high school collec- 
tions which were tried out this winter for 
the first time and have been found very 
popular. 

Often librarians make some special effort 
to stimulate summer reading. Book maps, 
posters, pictures and the exhibits of special 
editions may be borrowed from the Travel- 
ing Library. 


We hope that the librarians in smaller 
libraries check the titles added to the open 
shelf collection, so that they may make 
best use of them to supplement their own 
books. Librarians should not tell patrons 
they cannot supply titles asked for until 
they make sure that the Libfary Division 
cannot secure them. Those added recently 
are: 


Fiction 
Baum. Grand hotel. 
Hurst. 


Munro. 
Ossorgin. 


Back street. 
Short stories by Saki. 
Quiet street. 


Non-Fiction 


Story of punishment. 
Tomorrow and tomorrow. 
Background with figures. 
Creation of a home. 

Homespun handicrafts. 
Navaho Indians. 

So youth may know. 
Coronado’s children. 

Garland. Roadside meetings. 

Mahony. Contemporary illustrators of 
children’s books. 

Newton. A tourist in spite of himself. 

Overstreet. Enduring quest. 

Pitkin. Art of rapid reading. 

Repplier. Mere Marie of the Ursulines. 

Riggs. Green grow the lilacs. 

Shaw. Apple cart. 

Tucker. Modern American and British 

plays. 
Van Doren. 
Yeats-Brown. 


Barnes. 
Barry. 
Beaux. 
Blair. 
Bowles. 
Coolidge. 
Dickerson. 
Dobie. 


Autobiography of America. 
Lives of a Bengal lancer. 
There are some particularly interesting 


children’s books for the International Mind 
Alcove: 


Coatsworth. 
Kastner. 
Kuebler. 
McLean. 


The boy with the parrot. 
Emil and the detective. 
Hansel the gander. 
Jumping beans. 
Morse. Chang of the Siamese jungle. 
Wells. Beppo the donkey. 
The adult books are: 
Akeley. Jungle portraits, 

The Genius of Mexico. 
Hindus. Humanity uprooted. 
McBride. Romantic Czechoslovakia. 





PERSONAL 


Clara F. Baldwin, Director of Libraries 
has been granted two months’ leave of 
absence by the State Board of Education 
and will sail for Europe June 19. She ex- 
pects to be back at her desk Septem- 
ber Ist. 

Ethel Berry, Adra Fay, Marguerite 
Haynes and Adelaide Rood of the Minne- 
apolis Public Library staff left the first 
of May for a two months’ motor trip in 
England. 





Miss Elizabeth Clute of the Circula- 
‘tion Division of the St. Paul Public Li- 
prary left May 2nd for a trip to France. 
She accompanies her sister, Mrs. Grafton, 
who is one of the Gold Star group sailing 
on the steamer George Washington May 
6th. She expects to be gone about two 
months. 





IN MEMORIAM 


Webster Wheelock 


Webster Wheelock, librarian of the St. 
Paul Public Library since March 1, 1922, 
died April 1 after an extended illness. The 
Library Beacon for May is a memorial 
number to Mr. Wheelock and contains the 
memorial resolutions passed by the City 
Council, the Advisory Library Board, the 
Staff of the Public Library, and the Twin 
City Library Club, and a brief sketch of 
his life. 


Mr. Wheelock was born in St. Paul 
December 7, 1870, and was educated 
there in private and public schools until 
he went to St. Paul’s in Concord, New 
Hampshire. On his graduation. from 
Yale University in 1893, he entered news- 
paper work succeeding his father as edi- 
tor of the Pioneer Press in 1906. When 
the newspaper was sold a few years 
later he engaged in business until he be- 
came librarian in 1922. 


His administration was distinguished 
by kindliness, tact and consideration 
for the welfare of all members of his 
staff. To these administrative gifts he 
added a wide acquaintance with citizens 
of St. Paul, an acquaintance which was 
helpful in his efforts for the benefit of 
the Library. 

One of his outstanding accomplishments 
was the settling of the Hale estate, which 
made available the funds through which 
the newest branches, those in the Ham- 
line and Merriam Park districts, were 
built and opened to the public during 
the past year. Another achievement was 
an adjustment, favorable to the Library, 
of the litigation relating to the property 
on Seventh Street, formerly occupied by 
the public library building. 

The staff will long remember his ad- 
ministration as one of unselfish and in- 
telligent devotion to a work in which 
he was deeply interested. 


Edna Emerick 


Edna Emerick, librarian of the Roches- 
ter Public Library from 1893 to 1923, 
died April 30 after an illness of over a 
year. 

At the May meeting of the library board, 
the following resolution was passed: 

‘Tt is with profound sorrow that the 
board of directors of the Rochester Public 
Library records the death of one of its 
most earnest and faithful librarians, Edna 
Emerick. 


“The 30 years of untiring service before 
her retirement, which was her pleasure to 
give, were rewarded in the satisfaction of 
knowing that the fruits of. her labors were 
to remain for the enrichment of the com- 
munity. 

“Her high conception of the mission of 
the Public Library, begun on a small scale 
in the city’s early years, prepared the way 
for a lasting and far-reaching influence in 
the usefulness of this democratic institu- 
tion. 

“It is therefore resolved that this expres- 
sion of the recognition of her service be 
spread upon the minutes of this meeting.”’ 


Mrs. Mary L. Hughes 


Mrs. Mary L. Hughes, assistant librarian 
at University Farm for the past 18 years, 
died March 29 following a heart attack. 
The fine influence of her charming per- 
sonality, and real interest in books will 
remain in the memory of the many stud- 
ents who have come in contact with her at 
the loan desk. 





NEWS FROM PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Alexandria—Plans for improving the li- 
brary building and grounds have been ap- 
proved by the board. Cement curbs will 
be installed on the street lines, new shrub- 
bery planted, the exterior wood work 
painted and the stonework cleaned. 


Appleton—The library opening hours 
have been increased to accommodate the 
increasing patronage. It is now open two 
afternoons and three evenings each week, 
a total of 12 hours per week. 


Blackduck—The American Legion Auxil- 
iary donated $10 to the public library for 
the purchase of children’s books. 

Cambridge—The Community Library 
Club has received a gift of $10 to be used 
for books, from Miss Bessie Erickson as a 
memorial to her sister Anna Erickson, 
formerly librarian at Cambridge. 


Chisholm—An exhibit of posters made 
by the children in the fifth and sixth grades 
was on display in the library clubrooms in 
April. 

Cloquet—aA club of young men has been 
organized for discussion of current topics, 
congressional routine and to promote read- 
ing of good literature. Meetings are held 
one evening a week at the library club- 
rooms. 


Dennison—The Women’s Club which is 
sponsoring a public library gave a benefit 
book party the last of February. 


Detroit Lakes—The Library Club spon- 
sored the film ‘‘New Moon,’’ and raised 
$63 which will be used for purchase of 
children’s books. 


Duluth—aAn attractive display of seed 
catalogs and garden books was held in the 
open shelf room during National Garden 
week. 
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Eveleth—Miss Winnifred Bright the new 
children’s librarian has been visiting all 
the grade schools, giving talks to the chil- 
dren, and has also spoken to Junior High 
students on thrift in connection with good 
books. 

Faribault—The landscaping of the 
grounds surrounding the Buckham Memo- 
rial Library is nearing completion and will 
provide a worthy setting for this beautiful 
building. 

Beginning with May 1 a fee of $1 per 
year will be charged all library borrowers 
living outside the city limits of Faribault. 
The two exceptions to this rule are stud- 
ents attending any of the Faribault schools, 
and non-residents who pay taxes on prop- 
erty located in Faribault. 

Fergus Falls—The Saturday morning 
story hour in charge of Normal Training 
students has been well attended. 

Hastings—Miss Stella Telford, librarian 
of the public and school library is making 
a collection of articles and clippings on the 
pioneer citizens and early history of the 
county. 

Janesville—A bequest of $500 was re- 
ceived from Mrs. Libbie G. Chandler in 
1928. Mrs. Chandler was one of the first 
members of the library board. The money 
is kept as an endowment fund, and the 
interest is used for reference books. 


Lake Crystal—The Chickagami Camp 


Fire Girls have presented some excellent 
A gift of $18.60 


books to the library. 
has been received from the Delphian Club. 

Little Falls—A number of choice plants 
brought to the Arbor Day exchange, which 
was sponsored by the Morrison County 
Flower and Garden Club, were set out in 
the library lawn. 

Long Prairie—The Women’s Literary 
Club sponsored a series of library teas in 
March from which $115 was collected for 
purchase of books. 

Mahnomen—The Women’s Clubs of 
Mahnomen held a rummage sale for the 
benefit of the library on March 14. 

Minneapolis—Owing to a cut in the li- 
brary budget, the Central Library will 
close Saturday afternoons at 1 o’clock 
from May ist to October ist, and the Cen- 
tral Library and all branches will close at 
6 o’clock every evening except Monday, 
and every Sunday and holiday from June 
ist to September list, except the Newspa- 
per Room and Technical room which will 
remain open as usual. 

Moorhead—A display of books on in- 
ventors and their discoveries marked the 
anniversary of the first patent act in the 
United States, April 10, 1790. 


Nashwauk—A number of fine pictures 
have been purchased by the Nashwauk li- 
brary board for the reading room in the 
Memorial building. 

Owatonna—In her report for March the 
librarian writes, ‘Circulation statistics 


show an increase of nearly 12 per cent in. 
March, indicating the general trend of 
work in all departments. 

“Tf this were a large city library we 
would doubtless say that the increase in 
growth is due to unemployment but in this 
community that can hardly be given as the 
reason. It seems that each year brings 
with it a normal healthy interest on the 
part of the reading public and new readers 
are added as new residents come into town 
or old ones acquire the reading habit. The 
growth here is not spectacular but it is 
gratifying.” 

A collection of books is now a part of 
the equipment of Firemen’s Hall. 

The story hour every Saturday at 3 
p. m. has been conducted by students in 
the Normal Training Department,of the 
Owatonna High School. 

Paynesville—A carnival to raise funds 
for the public library was put on by the 
library board in May. 

Pine City—The annual meeting of the 
Pine City Library Association was held 
May 5. Reéports showed an increase in 
opening hours and generous support on 
the part of the community and council. 
Miss Baldwin of the Library Division was 
present and gave a short talk on book- 
buying. 

Red Wing—At the last story hour of the 
season, a talk on birds was given to about 
45 boys and girls by Miss A. E. Willard. 

Redwood Falls—A bequest of $500 was 
received from the late Mrs. Mary L. Flinn, 
for many years a member of the library 
board. The money is to be placed in a 
permanent magazine fund, the income of 
which may be used for the purchase of 
magazines, or the binding and care of mag- 
azines, 

The Pythian Sisters disbanded and pre- 
sented $18.89, the balance in the treasury, 
to the library. It was used for the pur- 
chase of a new dictionary. 

Rochester—Circulation gains of more 
than 4,000 for the months of both March 
and April over the same months last year 
are accounted for by the generous pur- 
chases of new non-fiction, according to the 
librarian’s report. 

St. Cloud—The Reading Room Society at 
its meeting in March, voted $800 to furnish 
the Children’s reading room in the auditor- 
ium of the Public Library. The room will 
be opened in the fall. 

Miss Penrose gave a talk on County li- 
brary service at the meeting of the Stearns 
County Federation of Women’s Clubs in 
Belgrade, May 9. 

St. Paul—tThe Library Council of the St. 
Paul Public Library has subscribed to a 
contributing membership in the A.L.A. 

St. Peter—A new dictionary desk has 
been presented to the library by the Wom- 
an’s Literary Club, which has been inter- 
ested in the library ever sinceits establish- 
ment in 1895. A fine mantle clock was also 
recently donated to the library by the 
club. 
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Sauk Rapids—The Lions Club which 
sponsors the public library, made an ap- 
propriation to purchase books at a re- 
cent meeting. About 500 active borrow- 
ers are making use of the library. 

Spring Valley—The Up-to-date Club 
which sponsors the rental shelf in the 
Spring Valley Public Library gives the fol- 
lowing report for the past year: 

Total receipts from books, $66.17; ex- 
penditures, $60.33; balance on hand, 
$5.84. Thirty-seven books were purchas- 
ed. Books donated to the library for gen- 
eral circulation, 16; leaving 21 books now 
on the rental shelf. As the charge for a 
book is only 5 cents for the first week 
and 5 cents a day thereafter, this repre- 
sents over 1,200 rentals during the year. 

Thief River Falls—An exhibit of Min- 
nesota authors and artists was put on 
by the public library in the display win- 
dow of a store during a week in April. 
The exhibit was first shown at the meet- 
ing of the Woman’s Club, at which the 
work of Minnesota men and women was a 
feature of the program. 

In May, exhibits were placed in the win- 
dows of the First National Bank, one per- 
taining to the rural work of the library. 

Two Harbors—Through the efforts of 
The Chronicle, a drive for gifts of books 
has been carried on. The latest report gave 
a total of 255 volumes received. 

Warren—The library board has received 
a gift of $20 from the Woman’s Club. 





CORRECTIONS 


Through a misunderstanding on the part 
of the compiler of the statistics of libra- 
ries for 1930, in March Library Notes and 
News, the circulation of the Stillwater 
Public Library was incorrectly given. The 
figure should be 52,946, not including the 
circulation in the county, which is counted 
separately and amounted to 12,750. This 
increases the per capita circulation to 7. 
Sincere apologies are extended to Miss 
Glennon. 

In the December number of the ‘‘Libra- 
ry Notes and News,’’ p. 233, at the begin- 
ning of the report of the Catalogers Round 
Table of the North Central Library Con- 
ference Miss Moon was quoted incorrectly 
as to the date of the first Twin City Cata- 
logers’ group meeting. The date is 1921, 
not 1925 as it was printed. 





COUNTY LIBRARY NOTES 


Hennepin County—The Spring meeting 
of the Hennepin County librarians was 
held April 25 at the Sumner Branch, Min- 
neapolis. Miss Adelaide Rood, librarian 
of the branch, explained the work of the 
branch, and told how some of the special 
problems of library service in a foreign 
neighborhood were being solved. 

Frank K. Walter, librarian of the 
University, gave a talk on Publicity. ‘“‘The 


object of publicity,’’ he said, “is to attract 
attention, arouse interest, inspire confi- 
dence and induce action.’ Librarians 
should not forget that the business of the 
library is to circulate books and printed 
matter, and publicity should lead definitely 
to the books we have and the service 
we can give. 

A selected list of the best recent books 
for children was presented with inter- 
esting comments by Dorothy Gaffney, chil- 
dren’s librarian, Walker Branch, Minne- 
apolis. In conclusion, she urged librarians 
not to forget the old favorites that chil- 
dren have not read. 

Fitting Books to People was the subject 
of a talk by Mary Corson, librarian of 
the public library at Waukesha, Wiscon- 
sin, formerly librarian of the Stillwater 
Public Library. 

She said that her topic covered the 
entire library profession. The majority 
of patrons of the public library are seek- 
ing entertainment rather than culture, and 
the library has more competitors than ever 
in this field. In answer to the question, 
Shall we give them what they want? she 
said that to a certain extent this must be 
done. Small displays of books, such as 
Novels of Distinction, Books Nobody Reads 
have been found successful. The main 
factor in Fitting Books to People is knowl- 
edge of the community. 

At the close of the morning session, a 
delightful luncheon was served at Phyllis 
Wheatley House, a very attractive settle- 
ment for colored people in the neighbor- 
hood. After luncheon, Miss Countryman 
talked on the library profession, and made 
a plea for the A.L.A. endowment fund. 
The Hennepin County group voted to take 
out a contributing membership of $25. 
The work of the Settlement was explained 
by Miss Brown, the head resident, and 
songs and dances were given by the chil- 
dren of some of the classes. 


Pennington County—On May ist, mem- 
bers of the board of county commissioners, 
the county attorney and county auditor 
visited the Thief River Falls Public Li- 
brary at the invitation of the library board 
and librarian to become acquainted with 
the library resources and to hold a con- 
ference regarding financial arrangements 
for the coming year. Because of the grow- 
ing demands for service in the county, the 
board is asking for an increase of $350. 
Following the inspection of the library, 
apple pie and coffee were served by the 
library board. Great interest was shown 
by the commissioners in all branches of 
the work and at a following meeting, the 
increase was granted, making the total ap- 
propriation $750. 


Steele County—The branch library at 
Ellendale has been removed from the post 
office to the high school library, where 
it will be under the supervision of Miss 
Annabel Carver, high school librarian, and 
where it will be open to the public each 
school day from 1 to 4 o’clock. 








SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


DEPARTMENT 





INVESTMENTS FOR LIBRARIANS 
By Helen Ann Perry 
Central High School, Duluth 


Is there anyone who isn’t interested in a 
good investment these days, an invest- 
ment which will pay dividends daily, and 
at all hours of the day, most especially 
during those crowded rush hours with 
which we are all too familiar? Would you 
have an investment which paid dividends 
even during hours of depression (for who 
hasn’t felt at the end of a busy day, that 
one more reference to look up would be 
just one too many)? 

I make two such investments each year. 
They are not cheap, always selling at par 
or above, usually considerably above. I 
pay heavily for my investments in many 
hours of study, planning and personal su- 
pervision, but the dividends have never 
failed to be paid an hundred fold. Would 
you like a “‘tip’’? Then invest in ‘‘Library 
Instruction’ and a ‘Library Club” and 
your returns shall be like unto those of 
the sower of the mustard seed. Let me 
tell you of my experiences. 

Central High School has an enrollment 
of over two thousand students, and we’ll 
grant without argument that these 2,000 
should know how to use a library. The 
question I had to face was this, ‘‘How was 
one librarian going to introduce all of 
these people to the library and carry on 
her regular work at the same time?”’ This 
was manifestly impossible and so this is 
our plan at Central. 

Each Sophomore entering Central re- 
ceives six days of library instruction. This 
work is part of his regular English course, 
and is given to him by his English teacher. 
This instruction is given as near the first 
of the semester as possible, so that the 
student may profit by his knowledge for 
the greater part of the year. Several weeks 
before the instruction is to be given, all 
the Sophomore English teachers meet with 
the librarian. Each teacher is given a 
folder with a complete lesson plan, and all 
mimeographed material that will be needed 
during the course. These lessons are based 
on the Scripture and Greer booklet, ‘‘Find 
it yourself;’’ each lesson is introduced by 
the teacher, and wherever possible, the su- 
pervised study plan is followed. Questions 
for the contracts are included in the folder 
and answers are listed to simplify the 
checking of papers. All this work is re- 
viewed and the lesson plans discussed be- 
fore any teaching is done. Each new teach- 
er in the system is given individual help 
in carrying out these plans. 

The actual instruction must be spread 
out over a period of two or three months, 
so that the facilities of the library are not 
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over-taxed. Three classes a day is about 
the maximum number that can be accom- 
modated; that means from seventy-five to 
eighty-five extra pupils working in the 
library on their. contracts. Each day the 
new work is introduced in the classroom. 
After the assignment is made and each 
student understands how to proceed with 
the new work, the class comes to the li- 
brary to complete the contracts. To stim- 
ulate interest in the library instruction 
course, the library offers an illustrated 
book to the student who writes the best 
theme, based upon the bibliography com- 
piled during the course. After this course, 
any student who has followed the lessons 
intelligently knows the general arrange- 
ment of the library, knows how to use the 
encyclopedia and the special reference 
books, and is familiar with the use 
of the catalog and the Readers’ Guide. He 
has also compiled a working bibliography, 
using these library tools. 

And your dividends? Well, just imagine 
what that rush hour would be if the 
hundreds who descended upon you thought 
that the card catalog was for the use of the 
librarian only, that the Readers’ Guide 
was something too formidable to conquer, 
and that the books were arranged by color 
or size or according to the individual li- 
brarian’s taste. 

My second yearly investment is in a 
“Library Club.’”’ Again you must invest 
heavily in time and patience, but the re- 
wards far exceed the efforts expended. 

Because of the large number each year 
who wish to join the Library Club at Cen- 
tral, we have had to limit the member- 
ship to upper classmen, and these are ad- 
mitted to membership on the basis of 
scholarship, Of those signifying a desire 
to join the club, the twenty-five girls with 
the highest scholastic standing are my 
“assistants” for the year. The club has a 
threefold purpose; namely: 


1. To give those interested a better 
understanding of the library. 
2. To give service to the school by 
assisting in the library. 
3. To give pre-vocational training. 
Each assistant is required to serve at 
least fifty periods in the library. The girls 
work in groups of seven; one for each 
period of the day, and each group serves 
for two weeks. The assistants have a desk 
in the library, and the work is divided 
so that each girl is responsible for some 
particular phase of the work. For exam- 
ple, one has charge of shelving books, an- 
other has charge of magazines, while a 
third is responsible for the reference sec- 
tion, and we even have an official typist 
from the group. This gives each a feel- 
ing of responsibility which seems to en- 
dear the club to the hearts of all, if the 





reluctance with which they relinquish their 
desk at the end of the two week period, 
is any indication. 

When the club is first organized, you 
will find your work doubling up, for much 
individual instruction must be given in ad- 
dition to the regular club meetings. But 
after the girls have become familiar with 
their work, what a satisfaction to go to 
lunch and to faculty meetings and know 
that the library isn‘t closed to those who 
would ‘‘seek knowledge.’’ And what a re- 
lief when that order of new books arrives; 
to know that much of the routine con- 
nected with getting the books ready for 
circulation, will be taken care of by the 
club. With a little time spent in planning 
the daily work, it is surprising to see how 
much the members of the club can do and 
how much they enjoy doing it. 

I hope that the girls feel that they 
not only give service, but also receive bene- 
fits from the organization. They do get 
a working knowledge of the library; as 
one English teacher said, when a particu- 
larly good bibliography was handed in, ‘‘It 
is easy to see that this girl is a member of 
the Library Club.’”’ Then too, the girls 
enjoy being assistants and having certain 
definite responsibilities. Three of last 
year’s members are now earning part of 
their college tuition by working in their 
college libraries. Last, but certainly not 
least, in their minds, if the members of the 
club live up to self imposed standards, they 
receive a coveted school letter at the end 
of the year. 


I do not want to leave you with the 
impression that the dividends received by 
the librarian are all paid in terms of books 
shelved, pockets pasted and torn pages 


again made whole. There is a deeper joy 
that comes to one working so intimately 
with a group like this, they are not only 
assistants, they are true friends as\ well. 

And so I say, after two years of experi- 
ence, invest heavily in library instruction 
and in a library club and your dividends 
shall exceed your expectations. 





SCHOOL LIBRARIANS’ MEETINGS 


Litchfield Meeting. A short but inter- 
esting meeting of school librarians was 
held in Litchfield on Saturday, April 25, 
at the invitation of Mrs. Dorothy Parsons. 
The meeting convened at ten o’clock and 
continued until noon. At that time a deli- 
cious lunch was served at the Lenhardt 
Hotel. 

During the morning session Miss Sylvia 
Jefferson of Willmar gave a talk on the 
use of the library in English courses. She 
mentioned her Library Club, the use of 
student recommendations for book reports, 
pamphlets and clippings, and a reserve 
table. Mrs. Anderson of Dassel spoke on 
library books for grade pupils. She men- 
tioned the difficulty of fitting books to 
grade students as so many seem to de- 
mand books beyond their grade. Miss Ho- 


kanson of Cokato talked about the memo- 
rial community and schoo] library with its 
historical museum which is unusual in a 
library that size. Mrs. Parsons discussed 
the use of reference books in history and 
science, illustrating it with the books. 
After luncheon the group returned to 
the library and spent an hour talking over 
methods of cataloging, buying, charging 
of books, magazines and their ultimate dis- 
posal, and the education of school boards 
to the needs of the library departments. 
It is hoped that in another year more of 
the librarians in this district will be able 
to attend a meeting of this kind, as those 
who attended felt that they had gained a 
great deal in the exchange of ideas. 





Minneapolis School Librarians’ Club 


Minneapolis—The club held a meeting 
on December 3 and Miss Prudence Cutright 
discussed the curriculum of the library; 
on January 14 Miss Rewey Belle Inglis 
spoke on Experiments in outside reading; 
on February 4 Miss Lura Hutchinson talk- 
ed on the University library school; March 
4 Mrs. Baker discussed the Adventures in 
a rental library; in April Mrs. M. S. Hard- 
ing discussed the University press. 


At each meeting a junior high school li- 
brarian would give reviews of latest books. 
The librarians also voted a _ sustaining 
membership in A.L.A. 


Mrs. Marion Stewart of Vocational High 
School was our very efficient president this 
year. Officers for next year are President, 
Miss Alice Foster of Nokomis Junior High; 
Secretary, Mrs. Leila Rendernick of Edi- 
son. Meetings were held at the Central 
Y.W.C.A.—all except the last one which 
was at the College Women’s Club. Attend- 
ance all winter has been splendid. 


Range School Librarians’ Club. The 
October meeting of the Range School Li- 
brarians’ Club is held in connection with 
the Northeastern Division of the Minne- 
sota Education Association. There were 
no division meetings last fall, since the 
teachers attended the State meeting in 
Minneapolis, so it was decided not to have 
a meeting of the Club in October. 


The May meeting was held on Saturday, 
May 2, in the library, at Keewatin, with 
Nashwauk, Hibbing, Coleraine, Buhl, 
Mountain Iron, Eveleth, Gilbert, Ely, Bi- 
wabik and Chisholm represented. Miss 
Durst of Hibbing presided at the business 
meeting and the round table discussion 
which followed. An interesting feature of 
the meeting was the making of a chart 
which showed the various kinds of school 
library work done by the members of the 
Club. Miss Wood, Director of School Li- 
braries, was present and gave a valuable 
talk on various phases of library work. In 
discussing the problem of student assist- 
ants she spoke of the choice of assistants, 
the types of recognition which may be 
given for service, the training which as- 





sistants should receive, and the types of 
work which they may successfully perform. 
She spoke of the things which the school 
library should give to the child, emphasiz- 
ing especially the need for training at this 
time in stability of emotion, and the impor- 
tance of books and libraries in this train- 
ing. 

At the close of the morning session, 
the group went to the high school build- 
ing, where a delightful luncheon was 
served. Mr. Lunn, Superintendent of 
Schools at Keewatin was present at the 


luncheon and in a short talk expressed his * 


appreciation of the service of the librarian 
in the work of the school. He paid a trib- 
ute to Miss Alice Farr formerly of Mankato 
Teachers’ College. 

Dr. Young of Hibbing spoke on the 
Americanism of Mark Twain. He gave a 
very brief biography of the author as an 
introduction to his subject, and then 
pointed out definite examples of his Amer- 
icanism in a number of his books. His in- 
teresting talk gave those who heard it a 
new interest in and appreciation of the 
works of Mark Twain. 

EUNICE M. HUMMEL, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


St. Paul School Librarians’ Club. The 
first meeting of the St. Paul School Li- 
brarians was held October 3 for the pur- 
pose of electing officers. Miss Phyllis 
Bastin was elected President; Miss Guth- 
ormsen, Secretary-Treasurer. Plans were 
made at this meeting for the North Cen- 
tral Library Conference which was to be 
held in St. Paul, October 14-17. A com- 
mittee was appointed to arrange for a 
School Librarians’ dinner to be held at the 
Hotel Lowry on Wednesday, October 15. 
Miss Baker was chosen chairman; others 
on the committee were Miss Johnson, Miss 
Glenn, and Mrs. Dugas. 

On April 16, a meeting was held to dis- 
cuss what the group wished to do about 
contributing toward an A.L.A. sustaining 
membership. The majority of those pres- 
ent felt it would be more desirable to 
make a drive for a 100 per cent individual 
membership, and to provide for one insti- 
tutional membership, our institution to be 
the School Division of the St. Paul Public 
Library in recognition of its service to the 
schools. As a result of the drive several 
new individual memberships were taken; 
others who had allowed their memberships 
to lapse had them renewed; and one or 
two changed from a $2.00 to a $4.00 mem- 
bership. 

Two new members have been added to 
the organization this year. The Harding 
High School and the Roosevelt Junior 
High School are now represented by full 
time librarians. 

The St. Paul group has also participated 
in several Twin City events this year. A 
dinner at the Minneapolis Y.W.C.A. was 
held to discuss the A.L.A. need for funds. 
In February a dinner was given at the 
Hotel Commodore in St. Paul, at which 


the guest speaker was Miss Sarah Bogle; 
and in April the Twin City Librarians en- 
joyed a dinner at the Hotel Commodore 
at which Professor Heaton of the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota was the chief speaker. 


ANNA H. GUTHORMSEN, 
Secretary. 





AIDS FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


Lucile. 
library service. 


Program for elementary 
1930. A.L.A. 


Fargo, 
school 
$2.25. 
In this book are collected the various 

methods of handling the elementary library 

problem. Miss Fargo has rendered a real 
service to the work in this field. 

Fitzroy, E. M. Illustrated editions of high 
school classics. Rev. ed. 1930. A.L.A. 
paper, 75 cents. 

Nothing is more important than to bring 
the best in literature before young people in 
attractive form. This pamphlet stresses this 
book value. 

Ingles, May & McCague, A. C. Teaching 
the use of books and libraries; a man- 
ual for school] librarians and classroom 
teachers. 1930. Wilson, $1.80. 

The Omaha Technical High School of 4000 
pupils is famous for its school library. The 
importance of teaching every plpil how to 
find his way in books is a foundation stone. 
Over a period of years its large staff of 
trained librarians under the leadership of 
Miss May Ingles has been perfecting methods 
of library instruction. This book is the re- 
sult. It will be welcomed in every school. 
Wilson, Martha. School library manage- 
ment. Fifth ed. 1931. Wilson, $1.25. 

This popular, useful book has been com- 
pletely revised and brought into line with 
recent educational thought. 





What Has Happened in Your Library? 


The blanks for annual reports are being 
sent out this month. We call especial 
attention to the pages left blank for the 
informal written report. Here is a chance 
to tell of encouraging factors such as 
human interest stories of the reactions of 
boys and girls to books and libraries, to 
interpret your statistics, to state your prob- 
lems and to indicate plans for the future. 
We eagerly scan these reports. They are 
used very frequently and are not buried 
in a filing case. 

H. A. W. 





Library Aid! 


In order to pay the state library aid 
earlier than in former years it will be nec- 
essary for the schools to send in their 
applications by July 10th. This is very 
urgent. 

H. A. W. 





NEWS FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


In order to acquaint the librarian with 
the work of their neighbors the news is 
arranged by the Divisions of the Minnesota 
Education Association. An attempt is be- 





ing made to give the news that comes in 
through the press and by letter and to 
stress certain Divisions in each issue. 


Division I 


Elk River—Mr. B. Lamar Johnson was 
here on May 14th for an inspection for 
the Office of Education at Washington. 
He looked over the library room and ar- 
rangement, examined the shelves and ar- 
rangements for student accommodation 
and government and the extensions of the 
library for supervised study taking two 
questionnaires from the pupils at work, 
one on the uses made of the library in one 
day (that previous), one on the actual 
work being done at the moment of inter- 
ruption of activity in the library. 

He was pleased to be very cordial and 
found the working of the combined library 
and study hall quite what it should be. He 
was very much interested in the portable 
shelf for carrying books to and from the 
classroom and took a scale drawing of it. 
He commended the book shelf partition 
between the two libraries and stayed long 
enough to see several juvenile library 
reading and loan hours in which the chil- 
dren charged and discharged books. He 
asked quite particularly about the use of 
analytics in the card catalog. 

He approved of the room being kept de- 
cidedly a library rather than a study hall. 
He seemed satisfied with the student li- 
brarian activities and took a copy of the li- 
brary instructions to freshmen. 

MRS. JESSIE H. PARSONS. 
Division III 

Akeley—A room with an area of 544 
square feet and new furniture now houses 
the combined school and public library. 
The records have been reorganized and 
lessons given. The public is served from 
seven to nine on Wednesday evenings. 

Baudette—A catalog case and an in- 
crease in grade books by purchase and the 
state traveling libraries are helpful fea- 
tures. 

Brainerd — Washington Hi g h — Out- 
standing because of its beauty and useful- 
ness is the new high school library at 
Brainerd. It is located on the second floor 
between the junior and senior assemblies. 
Attractive features are the bay windows, 
the quarter-sawed oak woodwork, the 
chandeliers of etched glass with bronze 
trimmings, twelve tables and other stand- 
ard equipment, and floor covering of very 
superior noiseless green and brown tile. 
Since November 24, 1930, Barbara Corfield, 
the full-time librarian, has prepared over 
1,900 books aided by the typing classes. 
The opening was January 19, 1931. 

The pass system of admittance has been 
supplanted by a more efficient method. 
The student signs his or her name on a 
register at the assembly teacher’s desk. 
Students use the library in school hours 
for reading or reference work for at least 
part of the period. The library though 
large is not a study hall. 


International Falls—Miss Kling, the as- 
sistant librarian, has taught the library 
classes for one and one-half hours a day. 
She is splendid at this teaching, both in 
the material presented and her way with 
the children. We find that though a class 
is in session on the students’ side, adults 
may continue reading. Whatever noise is 
made is far enough removed that it need 
not disturb them. 

Park Rapids—Publicity is given through 
the bulletin board, book exhibits and 
articles in the School Notes. The junior 
high school and the teacher training de- 
partment have received instruction. Mag- 
azine covers and a second revolving dic- 
tionary stand have been added. 


Stephen—The Colonial Book Tea held 
at the library of the Stephen High School 
was worth while materially, as well as 
socially. Sixty-three books, many of them 
favorites, and five dollars and ten cents 
were added to the library by the guests. 


Thief River Falls—The librarian, Min- 
nie Leavitt, is this year on a full-time 
schedule. This permits basic instruction 
for all pupils, the training of pupil as- 
sistants and of the teacher training de- 
partment. 

Warren—Reading has increased in the 
grades and junior high school. The re- 
decoration of walls has created a most de- 
lightful atmosphere for all book-lovers and 
reference-seekers. Teachers are giving li- 
brary lessons with the librarian’s help. 
There are eight assistants. This spring 
seven junior girls are taking the places 
of the senior girls in assisting the libra- 
rian. 

Division IV 

Albert Lea—The Senior High Library 
Club of forty-three pupils aims to in- 
crease the members’ interests in reading 
good books and magazines; to gain a 
knowledge of library work; and to assist 
the librarian. The committees are shelf, 
clipping, program, checking and filing. 

Albert Lea—Junior High—It is with a 
great deal of profit that I have been fol- 
lowing the doings of other School Libraries 
through the Minnesota Library Notes and 
News. I thought you might be interested 
in what we have been doing in the Junior 
High School Library of Albert Lea. 


After the Senior High School Library 
books had been removed to the new Senior 
High building, we arranged our library to 
fit the needs of Junior High students. We 
covered the two top shelves with burlap, 
as they were too high for our children, and 
used this space for posters combined with 
book displays. A few good copies of old 
masterpieces, a fern, and colorful shelves 
of well arranged books made our library, 
as one teacher put it, the ‘‘most attractive 
room in the building.’’ 

For our grand opening early in the falla 
literature class made posters on aviation 
books. With this we displayed our new 
books on the subject. 














In the fall lessons in Library Instruc- 
tion were given to all seventh, eighth, and 
ninth grade English classes, allowing a 
week to each class. I used the Scripture 
and Greer “Find It Yourself,’’ and the 
Denver Course of Study for Library In- 
struction as a basis for the course. These 
lessons have made the students more in- 
dependent and have increased the use of 
the catalog, clipping and picture files, 
Magazines, and even the use of the Vic- 
trola records. 


For Book Week all the home rooms and 
students of the Junior High School con- 
structed miniature scenes from good books. 
Teachers and pupils came to the library 
to see this exhibit and were very enthu- 
siastic. A play depicting characters of out- 
standing books was put on by the Dra- 
matic Club for Assembly, and Open House 
for the parents, who made a point of visit- 
ing the library. An eagle scout, one of 
the delegation sent to meet Commander 
Byrd, talked on ‘‘Books and the Value of 
our Library.” 


The library group of the Spartan Club 
has appointed committees on shelves, mag- 
azines, overdues, posters and displays, 
picture file, mending, and social affairs. 
Two girls from this group work one hour 
each night for a period of one week. This 
relieves the librarian of a great deal of 
clerical work. The poster group is work- 
ing on posters to illustrate travel books. 
In this the library is co-operating with 
the literature classes. Our aim is to stress 
“International Friendship through Books.’’ 


The social committee planned a hike, 
using titles of adventure stories for pla- 
ecards to blaze the trail. 


A number of teachers have said that 
they are depending very much upon the 
library, and a parent expressed pleasure at 
the attitude of appreciation shown in the 
library. All this helps the librarian to 
make the library the heart of the school. 


ELIZABETH NORRIS. 


Austin—Each hour of the school day a 
voluntary pupil assistant checks attend- 
ance and books, covers magazines and ar- 
ranges the bulletin board. Each pupil 
reads six books, biography, travel, drama, 
essay and novel. A good amount of ref- 
erence work is done in the social studies 
and debates. Files of magazines are freely 
used. Mrs. Tayne B. Hines, public li- 
brarian, explained to the vocational class 
training for librarianship, problems of li- 
brary service, the type of personality need- 
ed and the human side. 


Lake City—The new library seats fifty 
pupils. A complete dictionary catalog 
makes the library available. A vertical file 
contains pamphlets and pictures. In spite 
of the two fires there is now a workable 
eollection. C. Lyle Ellsworth, the libra- 
rian, makes liberal use of the local press. 


Rochester—Miss Orpha Stewart, clinic 
librarian, who was selected by the Rotary 


club to speak on librarianship said in 
part: “Everyone, in taking care of his 
own books, no matter how few he has, is 
a librarian. In this occupation there is a 
great opportunity to guide and teach. If 
you do not like to help people, do not be- 
come a librarian because that is one of 
the greatest thrills in this occupation. You 
must be able to find anything a patron 
wants, and you must be able to help him 
so that he will, the next time, be able to 
find it himself. . . . People ask the most 
curious questions and yet we must be able 
to answer each one. A librarian is really 
a teacher of the world.’’ The essential 
personality traits of the librarian and vari- 
ous fields of library service were pointed 
out. ‘‘More than in any profession those 
already employed in the library are inter- 
ested in you and the phase of work in 
which you would be most successful. They 
like to give you advice and share their 
knowledge with you. You must want to 
share your knowledge with other people, 
or you will never succeed.’’ 

Instruction by teachers with tests by the 
librarian, is the excellent plan used in 
Rochester for library training. Altogether 
315 students have each had six periods of 
work. The unit type catalog cabinet per- 
mits a greater number of pupils to use the 
catalog at one time. 

Camp Fire Girls do mending and the 
Girls’ Service Club of sixty assistants regu- 
larly gives fifteen minutes every two 
weeks. 

Special days were observed with suit- 
able exhibits. About fifty posters made by 
the art classes and booklets made by the 
journalistic class have illustrated the use 
of the library or the merits of some book. 


Waseca—This year, over 11,000 library 
permits have been issued. About 1,000 
books per month were issued to pupils 
and towns-people. 

The library is modern in methods and 
facilities. Library of Congress catalog 
ecards are used. The 500 new books in- 
cluded Book Week donations and an en- 
larged grade collection. Once a week each 
grade, including those from Grove and 
South Side, visits the library for a read- 
ing period. The interest is reflected in 
the poem: 

“Tt’s wonderful what you can find 

Between the covers of a book.’’ 


Division V 

Balaton—The library has 2,000 care- 
fully selected books. A healthy, conserva- 
tive growth of about 175 books annually 
will result in an adequate library. 

Glencoe—Seven girls are assisting the 
grade and high school pupils in getting 
books and receiving information in library 
science. The picture file is growing. 

Jackson—During Book Week a play 
“Our library” from the November Wilson 
Bulletin was presented at an assembly. One 
wall of the library was decorated with a 











large sign ‘“‘Book Week.’’ Woodcuts from 
the National Association of Book Publish- 
ers were displayed. A druggist put up a 
display in his window. The library had a 
float to climax the football season with 
girls dressed to represent book characters. 
Each girl carried a large card with the 
title of her book. 

Very few restrictions on conduct are 
made, but pupils are expected to think of 
fellow students. The atmosphere created 
in the library is intended to inspire con- 
centration and study. 


Lake Benton—Continuous publicity is 
given to library activities through the 


Articles are written by students and 
Selma Saari, the librarian. 

New Ulm—Increased circulation and 
active interest in class book discussions 
mark the development of the school and 
public library at New Ulm. 

Pipestone—The new librarian, Ruth L. 
Rinkel, is continuing the school and li- 
brary cooperation in Pipestone, following 
the work of Hazel Roche. Part of the day 


press. 


is spent in the school and part in the 
public library. 
St. James — ‘‘Really?’” ‘Uh-huh, just 


darling and so big’”’ is a familiar comment 
on the new library, built from the old 
science rooms. The walls are a soft yellow 
cream color that diffuse and radiate the 
light. Other features are the curtains, the 
thirty six chairs, and six tables. A mova- 
ble bulletin board was made by the in- 
dustrial department. Current topics will 
be posted regularly. Seventy books have 
been rebound in bright colors. Plants and 
pictures add to the appearance of the 
room. 

The grades will use a special door to 
avoid confusion. All reference shelves are 
near the desk. 

Sleepy Eye—tThe first and second grades 
enjoy their hour in the library and have 
proved that they were not too young to be- 
come acquainted with books. Publicity in 
the local paper is especially good. 

Tracy—That the public may have access 
to a library the high school library will be 
open Tuesday evenings from 7:15 to 9:00 
each week. The library will be under the 
supervision of Irene Nelson. 

Worthington—At the beginning of the 
school year, District 25 of Indian Lake 
township, Nobles county, received a case 
of books from Mr. A. M. Welles because of 
a fine record for scholarship, attendance, 
punctuality and deportment. Notable 
books were Grayson’s Adventures in con- 
tentment, Connor’s works, Mark Twain’s 
stories and Tarbell’s Life of Lincoln. 


Division VI 
East Grand Forks—The Central and 


Lineoln school libraries have a policy of 
exchanging books. A traveling library of 


travel, adventure and biography has been 
lent by the state for the Junior high school. 
With plans for improvement, and the ad- 
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dition of books, the library is nearing the 
state recommendations. 


Moorhead—School System — The high 
school library has doubled its floor space. 
By the use of an attractive Gothie arch 
two rooms have been joined. The walls 
have been redecorated and colorful dra- 
peries lend a cheery atmosphere. The 
budget allows $1000 for books.  Sixty- 
eight magazines are purchased by teachers 
and the school. 


Moorhead—Teachers College—Miss Har- 
riet A. Wood, Supervisor of School Li- 
braries, State Department of Education, 
visited our affiliated rural schools and ex- 
pressed herself as delighted with the or- 
ganization of the school libraries. 

The work, supervised by Miss Sarah 
Hougham, librarian, has been in progress 
throughout the winter term. A class in 
Library Organization and Management, 
meeting on Saturdays, has been conducted 
for the teachers, and the school libraries 
have been organized as their practice work. 

In every school the book collection has 
been given careful consideration. Out-of- 
date and worn-out books have been dis- 
carded; torn books have been mended; 
soiled books have been cleaned. The books 
have been classified and neatly numbered 


and an up-to-date charging system in- 
stalled. 
Some improvement in the library 


quarters has been made in every school. 
Walls have been redecorated, book-cases 
rebuilt to standard proportions, furniture 
rearranged, pictures and attractive new 
curtains hung. 

The best features were the 
of the school children in 
it progressed, their delight in the 
results accomplished, their interest “in 
books and the library, their response to the 
suggestion of neatness and orderliness, 
and their voluntary efforts to keep their 
books in better condition and to assist in 
the care of the library. 


Wheaton—The school library is open to 
the public Tuesday and Thursday evenings 
from seven to nine. Funds for this serv- 
ice were provided by the Women’s Study 
Club, the Wheaton Library Club and the 
American Legion. A concert was given 
March 4 by Miss Emma Thorstad, Willard 
Tripp of Willmar and Mrs. Huntzicker and 
Mrs. Malmstedt. 

Division VII 

Hopkins—At a Parent Teacher meeting 
Ruth Ersted spoke on ‘‘The place of the 
Library in Public Schools’ and Supt. Mayo 
on ‘Financing the Library and Physical 
Education.” 

Minneapolis—The Board of Education 
on January 5, 1931, in a notice on Text- 
book procedure stated: 

A professional library shall be main- 
tained in the Superintendent’s Office in 
charge of a trained librarian. The func- 
tions of this librarian shall be 


interest 
the work as 





. to act as secretary of a committee ap- 
pointed by the superintendent to pre- 
pare library lists for the approval of the 
Board 


b. to supervise the requisitioning of all li- 
brary books by the schools 

e. to keep a composite shelf list of all 
library books 

d. to centralize the mechanical work neces- 
sary for the proper coding and catalog- 
ing of all library books 


This library should include 


a. professional books and periodicals for 
the use of teachers, supervisors, and ad- 
ministrators 

b. all text material submitted by publish- 
ing companies. No such text material 
shall be submitted directly to teachers 


ce. copies of all adopted textbooks 


d. courses of study for our own and other 
cities 


e. such objective evaluations of textbook 
material as have been made by our own 
Curriculum Revision Department and by 
similar deparments in other cities. 


Division VIII 


Farmington—Pupils interested in li- 
brary work are learning some of the es- 
sentials by assisting the librarian. 


St. Paul—Mechanic Arts High School— 

his school is rejoicing in a new library. 
A new gymnasium was built which left the 
old gym to be converted into a much 
needed library. For years the library 
activities of 1500 to 2000 pupils have been 
conducted in the rear of the study hall 
with a small workroom adjoining, the 
bookeases were in the corridors and maga- 
zines were stowed away in nook and cubby 
hole. 

The space has been partitioned. There 
is a large sunny workroom 21 feet by 26 
feet with tables, shelves and files neces- 
sary to facilitate the keeping of books, 


files, and pictures in order, a commodious 
storeroom and a conference room 21 feet 
by 26 feet for teachers’ use. The remaining 
space, 46 feet by 60 feet, is used as a 
reading room with seats for fifty-six pupils 
and a stack. 








The counter has drawers and shelves 
for vertical filing and reserves. The oak 
woodwork harmonizes most agreeably with 





the light ivory walls and large sunny 
windows. Altogether ‘‘Mechanics” is very 


proud of its new library. 

The St. Paul School Librarians at their 
meeting on April 16 voted to present the 
School Division of the St. Paul Public Li- 
brary with an institutional membership in 
the American Library Association. 





*THE SCHOOL LIBRARIAN 


By Alice N. Farr, Librarian, State Nor- 
mal School, Mankato. 


If I were a school librarian, 

I know what I would do; 

I'd seek to know the children 

All the grades through; 

I'd bring good books among them, 
Their many charms I’d plead, 

’Till every child in school 

Found something he would read. 


If I were a school librarian, 

I know where I would go; 

Straight to the library shelves 
Where books need sorting so; 

I’d sort and mark and place them, 
So anyone could see 

Just the book he needed 

In the place it ought to be. 


Are you a school librarian? 

Then, friend, your life is glad 

With wondrous opportunity 

The past has never had; 

On you the state is counting 

To help bring on the day 

When schools shall have the books they 
need, 

All used in the wisest way. 


Are you a school librarian? 

Then do not, pray, lose heart, 

Though problems rise before you 
Taxing all your art; 

For you can bring to many 

A joy they never knew, 

If books as tools, and books as friends, 
They learn to know through you. 
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